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(54) A package for one or more candy bars 

(57) A package for one or more candy bars (4) or 
similar products, which package is made of a substan- 
tially rectangular toil sheet (1 ), a first part (5) of which is 
adhered, near a first cathetus thereof, to a second part 
(6), near a second cathetus positioned opposite sad 
first cathetus, thus forming a tubular holder comprising 



a longitudinal seal (2) positioned outside said holder. 
The tubular holder is closed at both ends. The first 
cathetus is provided with a cut (7) which extends from 
the edge of the foil, substantially perpendicularly to said 
cathetus 
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Description 

[0001] The invention relates to a package for one or 
more candy bars or similar products, and to a method 
for manufacturing such a package. The package is s 
made of a substantially rectangular foil sheet a first part 
of which is adhered, near a first cathetus thereof, to a 
second part near a second cathetus (rectangular side) 
positioned opposite said first cathetus, thus forming a 
tubular holder comprising a longitudinal seal positioned 10 
outside said holder, which tubular holder is closed at 
both ends. The foil usually consists of one or more lay- 
ers of a plastic material, and the seal is formed by join- 
ing parts of said foil by heating said parts and/or 
interpolating an adhesive, so that an airtight seal is is 
obtained. 

[0002] Such a package for a candy bar or for a number 
of candy bars together is known per se, and the two 
ends of the tubular holder are generally closed by 
means of a seal, which is formed in the same manner as so 
the aforesaid longitudinal seal. The longitudinal seal 
preferably butts against the tubular holder. 
[0003] Preferably it must be possible to open such a 
package without using special aids. To that end it is 
known, for example, to form a seal, in particular a seal 25 
present at the end of the tubular holder, with a serrated 
edge, whereby the serration is the starting point from 
where the package can be torn open. In practice it has 
become apparent that such a method of opening the 
package is not always satisfactory. so 
[0004] The object of the invention is to provide a pack- 
age which can be opened by hand in a relatively simple, 
easy and controlled manner without using any addi- 
tional aids. 

[0005] In order to accomplish that objective said first 35 
cathetus is provided with a cut which extends from the 
edge of the foil, substantially perpencficularty to said 
cathetus. Such a cut may consist of a V-shaped recess, 
which has been provided in the edge of said foil. In one 
preferred embodiment said cut has been provided in the 40 
foil material without removing any material. 
[0006] Such a cut preferably extends into the seal and 
constitutes a weak spot in the foil material, which weak 
spot forms the starting point of a tear that is formed in 
the foil material when an appropriate force is exerted on 46 
said material, ft has become apparent that opening the 
package made up of the foil is much simpler and easier 
if such a cut is provided in the foil at the location of the 
longitudinal seal. 

[0007] The aforesaid parts that form the longitudinal so 
seal preferably extend parallel to the nearby cathetus in 
strips of substantially the same and constant width, 
which strips have been adhered together, whereby all 
foil areas within the strip that are in contact with each 
other have been adhered together. The longitudinal seal 55 
may thereby be formed by provkfing the inner side of the 
foil, that is, the side that butts against the packaged 
candy bar, with two strips of adhesive, which may be 



applied continuously when the foil material passes a 
dispenser for the adhesive. The tubular holder is subse- 
quently obtained by pressing the two strips together so 
as to form the seal which is present outside the tubular 
holder. 

[0008] Preferably the foil material, or the material of 
one of the layers that make up the fofl, has an oriented 
structure, so that a tear in the foil will always extend in a 
predetermined direction. In that case the fofl is used in 
such a manner that said direction extends substantially 
perpendicularly to the direction of the longitudinal seal. 
[0009] In particular when foil having an oriented struc- 
ture is used, the package can be opened without diffi- 
culty when a single cut extending into the seal is 
provided, preferably in the two layers that form the seal, 
which cut is located near the end of the package, that is, 
near the end of the packaged candy bar. When the 
package contains two candy bars positioned one 
behind the other inside the package; seen in longitudi- 
nal direction, the cut may be provided in the center of 
the longitudinal seal, whereby the package can be bent 
in the center in order to form the tear. 
[0010] Consequently the location of the single cut 
depends on the number of products which are present 
inside the package, and on the place where said prod- 
ucts are present. The cut must be located near the end 
of a product thereby. 

[0011] In a preferred embodiment there is made use 
of foil consisting of one or more layers of a homogene- 
ous material without any oriented structure and is the 
cut near the end of the package. In such embodiment it 
appeared that the tear will extend slantwise which 
results in a surprisingly easy separation of the package 
into two parts. 

[0012] In another preferred embodiment which is 
made use of fofl consisting of one or more layer where 
at least one has an oriented structure, a recess which 
extends from said second cathetus is present in said 
second part of the foil, and said first cathetus is provided 
with two spaced-apart cuts, which terminate near the 
edge of said recess. Due to the presence of two cuts 
which are spaced apart by some distance, preferably a 
distance of 5 - 20 mm, more preferably a distance of 8 - 
15 mm. The portion of the fofl that is present between 
the two cuts can be taken hold of with two fingers so as 
to pull away that portion of the foil. Said pulling away of 
this portion of the foil is possible because said portion 
has not been adhered in the seal as part thereof, 
because the other part which forms the seal (said sec- 
ond part) is provided with a recess. 
[0013] In this embedment the two cuts as well as the 
recess may be provided in the foil before the longitudinal 
seal is formed, and possibly before the adhesive is 
applied to the foil. However, preferably the two cuts are 
provided after the longitudinal seal has been formed. 
[0014] In another embodiment a recess which extends 
within said second part is present in the foil, which 
recess has been provided prior to the forming of the 
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seal, after the forming of said seal the first and the sec- 
ond cathetus have been provided in corresponding 
places with two spaced-apart cuts, which terminate 
near said recess. Thus a portion of the seal is formed 
which can be taken hold of with the fingers and be 
pulled away, whilst the two layers that form the seal are 
pulled apart, starting from said recess, in the same 
manner as is the case with the above-descrfoed embod- 
iment that comprises a recess which extends to the 
edge of the foil. 

[0015] In another preferred embodiment a cut which 
extends substantially in longitudinal direction is present 
in said second part of the foil, which cut may be pro- 
vided before the sea! is formed or before the adhesive is 
appfied to the foil. After the seal has been formed, two 
spaced-apart cuts are provided in corresponding places 
in the first and the second cathetus, which cuts termi- 
nate near the aforesaid cut in said second part With 
this embodiment no material needs to be removed from 
the fofl, which is advantageous with regard to the manu- 
facture of the package. 

[0016] In another preferred embodiment the edge 
area of the fofl along the first cathetus extends outside 
said first part, beyond the seal, therefore, and the first 
cathetus is provided with two spaced-apart cuts. This 
makes it possfte to take hold of the portion of the foil 
between the two cuts that does not form part of the seal 
with the fingers and pull it loose so as to open the pack- 
aga 

[0017] Further aspects of the invention, which may be 
used either separately or in combination with other 
aspects, are disclosed in the description of the figures 
and defined in the claims. 

[0018] For a better understanding of the invention a 
few embodiments of a package win be described with 
reference to the drawing. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a packaged candy 
bar; 

Figure 2 shows the same package in another posi- 
tion thereof; 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of a packaged 
candy bar; 

Figure 4 shows the fofl of the package of Figure 2; 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a second embodi- 
ment; 

Figure 6 shows the fofl of the package of Figure 5; 
Figure 7 is a perspective view of a third, a fourth 
and a fifth embodiment; 

Figure 8 shows the foil of the package of the third 
embodiment; 

Figure 9 shows the foil of the package of the fourth 
embodiment; 

Figure 10 shows the fofl of the package of the fifth 
embodiment; 

Figure 11 shows the foil of the package of a sixth 
embodiment; 

Figure 12 is a cross-sectional view of a packaged 



candy bar according to the sixth embodiment; 
Figures 13-16 show the opening by hands of a 
package according to figures 2-4; 
Figures 17-20 show the opening by hands of a 

s package according to figures 5 and 6; 

Figures 21-24 show the opening by hands of a 
package according to figures 7 and 8; and 
Figures 25-29 show the opening by hands of a 
package made out of foil without a oriented struc- 

10 ture. 

[0019] The figures are merely diagrammatic represen- 
tations, wherein ccrresponcfing parts are numbered 

alike. 

15 [0020] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a package 
which contains one or more candy bars, which are 
packaged in an airtight manner therein. The package 
consists of foil sheet 1, which comprises a longitudinal 
seal 2, only the end of which is visfote in Figure 1. Lon- 

20 gftudinal seal 2 forms a tubular holder, whose ends are 
closed by means of a seal 3. 
[0021] Longitudinal seal 2 is present outside the tubu- 
lar holder and butts flat against the package, as is 
shown in Rgure 2. 

25 [0022] Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of a candy 
bar 4, which is packaged in foil 1 as shown in Rgure 2. 
As shown in Rgure 3, two parts 5, 6 of the foil (first part 
5 and second part 6) are adhered together by means of 
an adhesive, so that parts 5, 6 together form longrtudi- 

30 nal seal 2, which butts flat against the package of candy 
bar 4. Second part 6 thereby butts against the outer side 
of the said tubular holder. 

[0023] The hatched parts in Figures 4, 6,8,9, 10 and 
11 represent parts 5 and 6 (strips) to which the adhe- 
35 srve has been (or will be) applied and which form the 
longitudinal seal. 

[0024] Figure 4 shows the fofl of the package shown 
in Rgure 2 in unfolded condition. In this first embodi- 
ment longitudinal seal 2 comprises a cut 7, which cut is 
40 provided in both parts 5. 6 of fofl I.Said cut is preferably 
provided after the forming of seal 2, and as shown in 
Figure 2 it consists of a V-shaped recess, which extends 
from the edge of the fofl. 

[0025] Figures 5 and 6 show a second embodiment, 
46 into which a cut 8 has been provided, fikewise after the 
forming of seal 2. which cut consists of a single sTrt in 
seal 2, which extends from the edge of foil 1 and 
whereby no material is removed. 
[0026] With the first and the second embodiment the 
so package can be opened by taking hold of seal 2 with 
both hands on either side of the cut 7,8, and pulling it 
apart In case the foil of the package has an oriented 
structure, in such a way that a tear in the fofl will always 
extend perpendiadar to the seal 2, the cut 7,8 thereby 
55 forms the starting point of a tear which separates the 
package completely or nearly completely into two parts. 
If one candy bar is present in the package, the cut 7,8 
must be present near the end of the package, but if two 
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bars lie one behind the other in longitudinal direction, 
the cut may be provided in the center (second embodi- 
ment), so that the package can be bent during tearing, 
thus forming the tear between the two candy bars. 
[0027] Figure 7 is a perspective view wherein part 5 of s 
longitudinal seal 2 is provided with two cuts 9. The spac- 
ing between said two cuts 9 has been selected such 
that it is possfcle to take hold of the part present 
between the cuts with the fingers. Figure 7 is the per- 
spective representation of three embodiments (the 10 
third, the fourth and the fifth embodiment), wherein dif- 
ferent cuts have been provided in second part 6 of foil 1, 
as is shown in Figures 8, 9 and 10. 
[0028] In the third embodiment, the foil 1 of which is 
shown in Figure 8. first part 5 comprises two cuts 9. is 
whflst second part 6 is provided with a recess 10, which 
extends from the edge of the foi into part 6. Due to the 
presence of recess 10, that portion of part 5 which is 
present between cuts 9 can be taken hold of with the fin- 
gers so as to be pulled loose. 20 
[0029] Figure 9 shows a fourth embodiment, which 
comprises a recess 11 formed in second part 6 of fofl 1, 
which recess is located entirely within part 6. After lon- 
gitudinal seal 2 has been formed, cuts 9 are provided, 
as well as cuts 12 in part 6, which cuts 12 coincide with 25 
cuts 9 in part 5 of foil 1. The portion of the seal that is 
present between cuts 9, 12 must be taken hold of in 
order to tear the package open. 
[0030] Figure 10 shows a fifth embodiment which 
substantially corresponds with the fourth embodiment, so 
but wherein a cut 13 has been provided instead of a 
recess 11. Cut 13 is provided before the seal is formed, 
and cuts 9, 12 are provided after said seal has been 
formed. In this embodiment no material needs to be 
removed from foil 1, which is advantageous with regard as 
to the manufacture of the package. 
[0031] Figure 11 shows foil 1 of a sixth embodment, 
which comprises a strip 14 of fofl 1, on which no adhe- 
sive is present, beside the part 5 on which the adhesive 
is present 40 
[0032] Rgure 12 is a cross-sectional view which cor- 
responds with Rgure 3, which shows that said strip 14 
extends beyond seal 2. Two cuts 15 are provided in said 
strip 14. The package according to this embodiment can 
be opened by taking hold of the portion of foil 1 that is 46 
present between said cuts 15 and tearing the package 
open by pulling. The strip 14 extending beyond the seal 
2 may be provided with adhesive, but nevertheless strip 
14 will not be glued to other material, because such 
other material is not present so 
[0033] Figure 13 shows the packaged candy bar 
according to the first embodiment (Figures 2-4) and two 
hands 21 ,22 gripping the longitudinal seal 2. Figure 14 
shows how the two hands 21,22 are moved away from 
each other (arrow 23) , so that the package tears starting ss 
with cut 7 resulting in two separated parts 24,25 of the 
package (Figure 15). The bigger part 24 can be hold in 
the hand 21 and the candy bar 4 can be brought out of 



the part 24 by squeezing the part 24 by hand 21 (Figure 
16). The straight tear is perpendicular with respect to 
the seal 2 can be achieved by making the package out 
of a foil having an oriented structure, so that a tear in the 
foil will always have a predetermined direction. 
[0034] Figure 17 shows a package containing two 
candy bars and a cut 8 in the middle of the package. 
Hands 12,22 can grip the longitudinal seal 2 and sepa- 
rate the package into two equal parts 24,25 (Figures 18 
and 19). Each hand 21,22 can squeeze a candy bar 4 
out of the respective part 24,25 of the package (Figure 
20). 

[0035] The opening of the third, fourth, fifth or sixth 
embodiment is shown in figure 21-24. Thereby a strip 
26 of the fofl is pulled away (Figure 21) in the direction 
of arrow 27 (Figure 22). Then the package can be sep- 
arated in two parts 24,25 (Figure 23) whereby one part 
24 contains the candybar 4 (Figure 24). 
[0036] Figures 25-29 show the opening by hands 
21 ,22 of a package made out of a fofl any orientation i.e. 
made out of a homogeneous material. After each hand 
21,22 has gripped the longitudinal seal 2 at both sides 
of the cut 7 (figure 25) hand 22 starts to turn in the direc- 
tion of arrow 30 (figure 26) . The foil wfll tear in such 
direction that a small strip 31 of fofl material wfll be 
present between the two parts 24,25 of the package 
(figure 27) . Because of the presence of stop 31 
between the two parts 24,25 of the package it is possi- 
ble to reduce the dimension of part 24 if desired. Figure 
28 shows the situation whereby the two parts 24,25 are 
separated after which the candy bar 4 can be brought 
out of part 24 by squeezing the part 24 by hand 21 (fig- 
ure 29). 

The above-described embodiments are to be consid- 
ered merely as examples of a package according to the 
invention. 

Claims 

1 . A package for one or more candy bars (4) or similar 
products, which package is made of a substantially 
rectangular fofl sheet (1), a first part (5) of which, 
near a first cathetus thereof, is adhered to a second 
part near a second cathetus positioned opposite 
said first cathetus, thus forming a tubular holder 
comprising a longitudinal seal (2) positioned out- 
side said holder, which tubular holder is closed at 
both ends, characterized in that said first cathetus 
is provided with a cut (7;8;9;15) which extends from 
the edge of the foil (1), substantially perpendicularly 
to said cathetus. 

2. A package according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the aforesaid parts (5,6) extend in strips of sub- 
stantially the same and constant width, parallel to 
the nearby cathetus. which strps have been 
adhered together, thus forming the longitudinal seal 
(2), whereby all foil areas within the strip that are in 
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contact with each other have been adhered 
together. 

3. A package according to claim 1 or 2, characterized 
in that a recess (10) which extends from said sec- 
ond cathetus is present in said second part (6) of 
the fofl (1), and that said first cathetus is provided 
with two spaced-apart cuts (9), which terminate 
near the edge of said recess (10). 

4. A package according to claim 1 or 2, characterized 
in that a recess (11) which extends within said sec- 
ond part (6) is present in the fofl (1 1). and that said 
first and said second cathetus are provided in cor- 
responding places with two spaced-apart cuts (12), 
which terminate near said recess (1 1). 

5. A package according to clam 1 or 2, characterized 
in that a cut (13) which extends substantially in Ion- 
gitucf naJ direction is present in said second part (6) 
of the foil (1), and that said first and said second 
cathetus are provided in corresponding places with 
two spaced-apart cuts (12), which terminate near 
said cut (13) in said second part (6). 

6. A package according to claim 1 or 2, characterized 
in that the edge area (14) of the fofl (1) along the 
first cathetus extends outside said first part (5), 
beyond the seal (2), therefore, and that the first 
cathetus is provided with two spaced-apart cuts 
(15)- 

7. A package accorcfing to claim 1 or 2, characterized 
in that both the first and the second cathetus are 
provided with a cut (7,8), which two cuts coincide 
and extend into the longitudinal seal (2), which two 
coinciding cuts (73) are present near the end of the 
tubular holder or near the center of the tubular 
holder. 

& A package according to any one of the preceding 
claims* cnaractenzed m trial tne foil (ij consists or 
one or more layers of material, wherein at least one 
layer of material has an oriented structure, as a 
result of which a tear in the foil will preferably extend 
perpendicularly to said cathetus. 

9. A package accorcfing to clam 1 or 2, characterized 
in that both the first and the second cathetus are 
provided with a cut (7;8), which two cuts coincide 
and extend into the longitudinal seal (2), which two 
coinciding cuts (73) are present near the end of the 
tubular holder, whereby the foil is made out of one 
or more layers of a homogeneous material. 

10. A method for manufacturing a package for one or 
more candy bars or similar products, wherein a first 
part (15) of a substantially rectangular foil sheet (1) 



is adhered, near a first cathetus thereof, to a sec- 
ond part (6), near a second cathetus positioned 
opposite said first cathetus, thus forming a tubular 
holder comprising a longitudinal seal (2) positioned 
5 outside said holder, which tubular holder is closed 
at both ends, characterized in that said first cathe- 
tus is provided with a cut (7£;9;15) which extends 
from the edge of the fofl (1), substantially perpen- 
dicularly to said cathetus. 

10 

11. A method according to claim 10. characterized in 
that an adhesive is applied to at least one of said 
parts (5,6) in a continuous strip of substantially con- 
stant width, parallel to the nearby cathetus, after 
is which said strips are adhered together, thus form- 
ing the longitudinal seal (2), wherein all foil areas 
within the strp that are in contact with each other 
are adhered together. 

20 12. A method according to claim 10 or 11, character- 
ized in that a recess (10) which extends from said 
second cathetus is provided in said second part 
(6)of the fofl (1) before said two parts (5,6) of the toil 
(1)are adhered together, and that two spaced-apart 

25 cuts (9), which terminate near the edge of said 
recess (10), are provided in said first cathetus. 

13. A method according to claim 10 or 11, character- 
ized in that a recess (11)which extends within said 

30 second part is provided before said two parts (5,6) 
of the foil (1) are adhered together, and that two 
spaced-apart cuts (9), which terminate near said 
recess (11), are provided both in said first and in 
said second cathetus after said parts (5,6) have 

as been adhered together. 

14b A method according to claim 10 or 11, character- 
ized in that a cut (13) which extends substantially in 
longitudinal direction within said second part (6) is 

40 provided before said two parts (5.6) of the foil (1) 
are adhered together, and that two spaced-apart 
cuts (9,12), which terminate near said cut in said 
second part (6), are provided both in said first and 
in said second cathetus after said two parts (5,6) 

45 have been adhered together. 

15. A method according to claim 10 or 11, character- 
ized in that two spaced-apart cuts (1 5) are provided 
in said first cathetus, wherein the edge area (14) of 

so the foil (1) along the first cathetus extends outside 
said first part (5), beyond said longitudinal seal (2), 
therefore. 

16. A method according to claim 10 or 11, character- 
55 ized in that both said first and said second cathetus 

are provided with a cut (73). which two cuts (7;8) 
coincide and extend into said longitudinal seal (2). 
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